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SUBJECT: MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY TO INVESTIGATE VESCO ARMS 

1. MINISTER OF PUBLIC SECURITY, MARIO CHARPENTIER, TOLD 
REPORTERS YESTERDAY (JULY 30), IN REFERENCE TO AN AP 
DISPATCH ALLEGING VESCO HAS IMPORTED ARMS AND PROSTITUTES 
INTO COSTA RICA, THAT WHILE HE KNEW THAT NO ARMS HAD COME 
INTO THE COUNTRY SINCE HE HAS BEEN OCCUPYING THE 
MINISTRY, HE WILL NEVERTHELESS LAUNCH AN INVESTIGATION 

TO CLEAR UP THE ALLEGATIONS. 

2. APPARENTLY IN RESPONSE TO THE MINISTER'S INTENTION TO 
CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION, ROBERT VESCO SENT HIM A LETTER 
(ALSO ON JULY 30) WITH COPIES TO THE PRESS WHICH CATEGORICALLY 
DENIED THE CONTENTS OF THE AP ARTICLE. VESCO'S LETTER TO CHAR- 
PENTIER REFERRED VAGUELY TO AN UNIDENTIFIED SOURCE (PRESUMABLY 
THE USG) WHICH IS CONTINUING ITS INTERNATIONAL 

CAMPAIGN AGAINST HIM. VESCO DENIED THAT THE 
AIRCRAFT MENTIONED IN THE AP ARTICLE BELONGED TO 
HIM, STATED HE HAD NOT BEEN IN THE U.S. FOR SEVERAL 
YEARS, AND OEFERED HIS FULL COLLABORATION IN ANY 
INVESTIGATION. VESCO ENDED HIS LETTER WITH, 

"ONE DOES NOT NEED MUCH IMAGINATION TO GUESS THE 
ORIGIN OF THESE BADLY DISGUISED PRESSURES. ’ 
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3. COMMENT: THIS LATEST INCIDENT INVOLVING VESCO 

COMES AT A PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE TIME EOR HIM WHEN 

THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY JURIDICAL COMMITTEE IS ACTIVELY 

CONSIDERING WHAT TO DO WITH THE CONTROVERSIAL PRO- VESCO 

EXTRADITION LAW. INDICATIONS EMANATING EROM THE 

ASSEMBLY SUGGEST THAT THE COMMITTEE SEEMS TO BE 

DISPOSED TO RECOMMEND DEROGATION OE THE NEW LAW IN 

EAVOR OE THE GENERALLY CONSIDERED SATISFACTORY AND CAREEULLY 

DRAETED EXTRADITION LAW OF 1971. 

LANE 
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